Operating Systems Scavenger Hunt and Write-up
By Nathaniel Davis

Operating System Basics

I used Wikipedia and Answers.com to find my answers.  An operating system is a computer program that manages the hardware and software resources of a computer. (Wikipedia) The Finder is the default application program used on the Unix and Mac OS X operating systems.  It is responsible for the overall management of files, disks, network volumes and the launching of other applications.  It can remove, copy, or make a file or directory.  A terminal is basically the same thing as a command program that converts a limited number of user commands into the same machine commands that direct the operating system. (Answers.com) The finder and the command shell are very similar in that they both process commands given by the user.  The differences between them is that the Finder is able to help the user to find their files easier then if you had to find it on the command shell. The Finder can also help the user organize their files by and open them by clicking on them.

File and Permissions


A file is a program originated in Unix that runs under the shell (command-line) to determine the file type heuristically instead of other simpler ways to classify it, like with file extensions, MIMEs, etc. (Wikipedia) Permissions are the accessibility levels on a file, specified for the user that owns the file, the file’s group users, and all other users on the computer.  Levels are given from 0 to 7, from no accessibility to all access.  The numbers represent who can read, write, or execute on the file.  An executable file is a file holding a computer program written in machine language so that it is ready to run. (Answers.com) An application is a program that gives a computer instruction that provides the user with tools to accomplish a task.  If it is executable for a user that means the user can access it.  The owner of the applications folder is the creator of the file or directory.  The path to my home folder is /home/ndavis.  The two ways to express the Unix path to your home folder are to ether type “/” or “/home/ndavis.”  To look at another apprentice’s files you would type “cd /home/(the apprentices login name).”  The hard disk enables you to save/edit files on your finder.  

Processes


A process is a program that is running.  Dock is a running process at the bottom of a screen.  It shows what programs are running and the main programs on an Apple computer.  The owner of the dock is always the user on the computer.  Three ways to find out what applications are running number one to press apple shift esc, number two you go to applications, utilities, and go to your activity monitor in you Finder, and thirdly to go to your terminal and type in ps.  If you do not want the dock you can drag it out and the shortcut will be deleted.

Good Habits


Apple-Z is the command for undoing the last action.  Apple-X is cut. Apple-C is copy.  Apple-V is paste.  Those commands are very crucial in being successful in your work on a Mac Os X operating system.  I think the best way to organize your files is to have them in separate files, but have the ones you will need the most on your desktop.  That way it is easily accessible for when you want to open the file.  Subfolders are also another helpful way to organize your work.  It makes your files easier to find if you have them in the right category. 

A Challenge


The path to my file when I am logged onto dev.shodor.org is /home /ndavis /public_html/ index.html.  The URL to my file would be dev.shodor.org /~ndavis /index.html.  It could find it by typing www.shodor.org/~ndavis. 




